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Introduction

A planning effort that involved neighbors, non
government organizations, local officials and many
interested citizens has concluded with the
completion of a comprehensive conservation plan
(CCP} for Horicon National Wildife Refuge and Fox
River National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). The U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service approved the plan and is
making it available online at- httpo/iwww fws. gov/
midwest/planning/horicon.html

Paper copies and compact disks with an
electronic version of the CCP are also available.
Please call the Refuge at 920/387-2658 to request a
copy or CD-Rom. Copies of the CCP are also
available for review at Horicon NWR and at
libraries in Beaver Dam, Fox Lake, Mayville, [ron
Ridge, Juneau, Oakfield, Waupun, and Horicon.

The comprehensive conservation plan is intended
to outline how the Refuge will fulfill its legal
purpose and contribute to the National Wildlife
Refuge System’s wildlife, habitat and public use
goals. The plan articulates management goals for
the next 15 years and specifies the objectives and
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strategies needed to accomplish these goals. While
the planned future condition is long-term. we
anticipate that the plan will be reviewed and, if
needed, updated every 5 to 10 years based on
information gained through monitoring habitat and
wildlife, as well as recreational usage.

While comprehensive conservation plans outline
management direction, they do not constitute a
commitment for staffing increases, operational and
maintenance increases, or funding for future land
acquisition.

Vital Statistics
Horicon NWR

Horicon Marsh is the largest freshwater cattail
marsh in the United States, consisting of some
32,000 acres. The marsh is 14 miles long and 3 to §
miles wide and has been classified as a palustrine
system dominated by persistent emergent
vegetation and floating vascular aguatic beds. The
southern one-third of the marsh is managed by the
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